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My Brother Sir Knights and Ladies, Vivat Jesus and 

Happy New Year! 
 
As we embark on 2023, our District Leadership Team and I will focus 
on the importance of the second principle of our Order; Unity! Supreme 
Knight Patrick Kelly speaks about unity in his column found in the  
December 2022 issue of Columbia, reminding us of the following. 
“First, to reach unity, the barriers of resentment and sin must be  
removed, and this requires forgiveness. We should seek to sincerely  
forgive our family members and graciously ask forgiveness for our own 
offenses. Second, we should seek to find points of commonality with 
our family members, for all true unity is built on truth. Though there are 
sometimes points of division that seem insurmountable, we can begin with that which unites 
us”. 
 
And that is where I would like to begin, with the truths that unite us. Whenever I speak to a 
group that’s unfamiliar with the Fourth Degree, I try to explain who we are in this way. As the 
highest degree in the Knights of Columbus, we are Patriots for our God, our Church, our 
Country and our Families. While that certainly cuts a broad swath, it is the essence of who we 
are.  
 
The dictionary defines a Patriot as “someone who loves and supports his/her country…
bringing a higher level of pride and respect, on par with the founders of this country who are 
considered to be the ‘original’ patriots.” Many of the people who founded America left their 
homes in Europe to come to a place where they could worship God and make a living without 
government interference. They established and built our churches, created a new country, and 
supported their families to the best of their abilities. It took unity to create a cohesive society.  
 
For us to be successful as Fourth Degree members, we must be unified in support of what we 
believe in as an organization. Our Catholic faith, our priests and deacons, our country, our 
military veterans, and our families are all a part of our common identity. When we pull  
together as a District across the Lansing and Kalamazoo Dioceses, we generously support our 
Bishops, Priests and parishes with our Color Corps when requested; we financially support 
veterans programs in Ann Arbor, Battle Creek and Lansing; and we support our Third Degree 
members during Corporate Communions and special events. Finally, we unite with the Third 
Degree by recruiting their members to complete their journey to Knighthood and elevate them 
to the Fourth Degree through our Exemplification ceremonies. This is how we create a unified 
body within the Michigan Knights of Columbus.  
 
First Half Reflections 

So what have we done to create unity within the Lansing and Kalamazoo Dioceses during the 
first half of this fraternal year?   

Continues on page 3 



           How does being involved with the 4th degree create unity  

                                 within the Knights of Columbus? 
  
            The New Year of Grace 2023 is a milestone for everyone, especially for members of the 
Knights of Columbus and their families. It’s a fresh beginning with hopes and expectations. Charity 
remains our first rule of order. It’s the second lesson, Unity, that deserves our attention, focus and  
reflection.  
 Each one of us knows how busy our lives are; family responsibilities, work obligations,  
personal project and the like all vie for our attention. As knights, particularly Sir Knights, there is an 
ever-present duty that is above the call of duty. We have enough on our plates already. Then, there is 
a request or need that arises. That’s where Unity steps in.   
 Our leaders might decide, “I can handle this by myself.  I don’t need help from anyone.” That attitude would 
compromises our order’s lessons, especially Unity. Recall the saying, “United, we stand. Divided, we fall.” Let us 
stand together, uniting our strength and courage to face tasks together. Our Unity will further our fraternal purpose. 
Don’t leave it to someone else. Embrace and accept the challenge! 
 We have twelve months ahead of us in the New Year. Each month has a regular projects and events that we 
Sir Knights can unite and fulfill in our respective assemblies. It’s not too soon to plan your united efforts for a strong 
presence in our parishes and communities.  
 I hope all our Sir Knights in the fourth degree will UNITE their effort and provide the examples and  
leadership that they so generously give. Wishing you a holy, healthy and fraternal New Year 2023. God bless the 
Knights of Columbus 
 
Very Rev. Robert F. Creagan 
District Friar from Kalamazoo 
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UNITY – You see it during a crisis; you see it with families, friends and acquaintances.  

You see it at funerals, weddings, family gatherings, and school events.  In the Knights of  

Columbus, you see it frequently.  When we come together, we can make a difference for the 
better. 
 

The Ladies of the 4th degree of the Knights of Columbus did just that on Saturday, October 15 
at Our Lady of Fatima in Michigan Center. Each of our Ladies had the opportunity to make 
fleece blankets for our veterans at the VA Hospitals.  The Ladies also signed Christmas Cards 
to our veterans in the hospital.  We distributed 36 blankets and 172 Christmas cards to bring Christmas 

Blessings and a smile to our veterans.  There are also groups of Ladies 
who made contact with Fisher House of Michigan (a home away from 
home for veterans and family members whose loved one is in the VA  

Hospital) and asked what they could do for veterans and their families 
who are staying at Fisher House. Many Ladies made blankets and  
afghans as well as other welcoming items. 
 

It is truly a blessing to see what the Ladies of the 4th Degree of the 
Knights of Columbus can accomplish when we UNITE for our veterans.  
Thank you Ladies, for all you do not only for your families, but also for 

those who sometimes just need to know there are people who care about 
them and remind them we will never forget them  
 
Happy New Year!  God Bless.. Lady Denise Yekulis 



Masters Update   
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During the first weekend of July 2022, much of our District Leadership team came together to don their new  
uniforms at the State summer meetings in Gaylord to help usher in the new State Council Leadership team at St. 
Mary Cathedral. There were over 70 members in uniform from throughout Michigan demonstrating their Fourth 
Degree unity.   
 
We then welcomed our six new Faithful Navigators from District 2 to a special training session in Mason, and 
held officer installation ceremonies throughout the District in Bronson, Dexter, Paw Paw, Kalamazoo, Niles, 
Lansing, Montrose, and MI Center. Also during the summer, we had 36 color corps members participate in the 
opening ceremonies for the Lansing Lugnut’s Vocations Night, Lady Denise and I attended the Summer Awards 
ceremony for the Fenton Assembly, and I joined the Dewitt Assembly for their annual Ox Roast Parade.  
 
In September many of us participated in the State Council Leadership ceremonies at Assumption Grotto in Detroit 
along with the reception on Belle Isle at the Detroit Yacht Club where State Deputy Chris Kolomjec was formally 
sworn in with the rest of the new State Board members.  
October brought us the 85th Exemplification of MI District 2 where our District Friar, Fr. Brian Lenz was the 
Class Honoree, and we welcomed 55 new members into the Fourth Degree at our Lady of Fatima Parish in MI 
Center. In early October the seven District Masters of Fr. Hennepin Province participated in a Provincial meeting 
with VSM Ed Ponder in Perrysburg, Ohio, and later that month we supported new District 4 Master Dale Korson 
during his 1st Exemplification in Wyoming, MI. 
 
In November we attended the Clergy Appreciation Dinner in Kalamazoo, the Veteran’s Dinner at Holy Redeemer 
in Flint, and the Memorial Service at Council #788 honoring late MI2 Master Glenn Barry. I then presented new 
swords to the two SK’s from Howell and Battle Creek who won them as part of the new uniform contest for new 
members at the 85th Exemplification. 
 
This fall we distributed the Operation Patriotism checks you supported, and Fisher House – Ann Arbor Director 
Kate Melcher received $1500 at the Exemplification during the Ladies Program. Then we drove to Battle Creek 
and Lansing to present checks to the Battle Creek VA ($1500) and the New Hope Center program for homeless 
vets in Lansing ($1,000). Finally, the Blue Star Service Dog program will receive a check for $250 in March 2023 
as part of a matching grant program they are participating in.  
 
Finally, in December I represented the Fourth Degree at the Winter Leadership Conference in Grand Rapids by 
speaking about the importance of patriotism, and participated in an Honor Guard for Bishop Boyea at the Mass for 
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Flint. We ended the year by presenting the quilts made by our District Ladies to the 
Veterans at the Ann Arbor VA for Christmas, and then joined the Flushing Assembly for their Christmas Party at 
St. Roberts. 
  
I would like to welcome District Deputy/PFN David Zerbe of Lansing Assembly 496 to our Leadership Team as 
our new Membership Director, and thank PFN Joel Fournier of Mt. Morris for his service to the District as our 
Membership Director during the past two years.  
 

The Future 

I look forward to continuing to serve as Master of MI District 2 for another two years following my second  
appointment from Supreme on September 1st, and we should all appreciate the great leadership we have in our  
Assemblies throughout the Lansing and Kalamazoo Dioceses. A few of the items that bubbled up from our VSM 
meeting this fall included the following: 

New colored service baldrics have been designed to designate 4th Degree leadership, and should be available 
for purchase in 2023.  

Supreme is working on a new shorter script for the exemplification, but nothing has been published or  
required yet. 

Continues on page 4 
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Since families are now allowed to view the new admissions ceremony within our parishes for the 1st – 3rd  

Degrees, Supreme is also considering allowing families to be present to observe our Fourth Degree  
Exemplifications. Again, the concept is under study and has not yet been approved.  

 
Finally I’ll close with some final thoughts on unity. The most important thing we can do to promote unity within 
our Assemblies is to “Restore the Corps.” Our Assemblies are doing a great job of building back their Color Corps 
by helping to subsidize the purchase of new uniforms, and all we need are more SK’s willing to step up to the  
challenge.  
 
The Savior prayed for unity among His disciples: “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 

thee, that they also may be one in us” (John 17:21).  
 
May we all be one and unified in service to our Lord, our Church, our Country, our Veterans and our Families as 
Fourth Degree Patriots in 2023.  
 

Joseph Yekulis, Master MI 2 
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The Fruits of Unity 

Deacon Wayne Slomiany 

District Church Director 

 

I think unity is not only a goal for members of the Knights of Columbus but is also a fruit 
of being an active member of the Knights and the Fourth Degree.  Remember the cable 

we all held as we were becoming Knights?  We started with individual strands and were 
able to tear them apart and when we tried to tear the cable, it was not possible. This 
showed that as we come together as Knights, we can accomplish more and the action of 

the Holy Spirit through each one of us becomes joined, providing not only increased physical strength, it 

also provides increased spiritual strength.  

Serving together, helping others by showing our love for them through our service, even though it may be 
exhausting and hard, the work seems a bit easier and also ends with a fraternal satisfaction and joy of  
having given to others.  And the work of our Ladies working in unison on so many things, strengthens our 

mission of service and patriotism. 

Remember, each strand in the cable is essential for providing the strength it has.  Reach out to brother 
Knights by expressing how important they are and essential in doing the work of the Order.  We are all 
essential in our mission of providing for the widows and the orphans of our time; providing for the  
persecuted and helpless.  And as Fourth Degree Knights, standing together in support of those who go and 

have gone into harm's way for us.   I can’t tell you how many times I have heard from the people we serve 

expressing the blessing the Knights represent to them. 

May our Lord help us in our mission as Knights, help us bring more men and families into the Order and 

to remind us of the value of each individual Knight, working together. 

Peace, 

Dcn. Wayne Slomiany   
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Worthy Sir Knights, 

I would like to take a few moments and introduce myself. My name is Dave Zerbe and my 
wife is Lady Cindy. We are from Grand Ledge, MI and I have been a Knight since 1996. I 
went through the 4th Degree Exemplification in the spring of 2011 and joined the Honor Guard 
a year later. I have served my home council St. Michael Parish 7311 in several capacities  
including Grand Knight and am currently a Trustee. At the 4th degree level I also served  
several positions the including Faithful Navigator. Currently I am serving as Faithful Admiral. 
Finally I am currently District Deputy for District 508 here in Michigan. 
At our last spring Exemplification that was held in Michigan Center, our Worthy Master Joe 
Yekulis sat down with me and asked if I would consider taking on the position of District 2 Membership  
Director. For any of you that are not familiar with Joe and his wonderful wife Lady Denise, I was honored to be 
considered and it is difficult at best to say no to them. After talking this over with my fabulous wife of 40+ 
years, Lady Cindy I accepted this position. 
We have come to consider Joe and Denise as friends and I hope that I can live up to the expectations and duties 
of the job. I am certain the support group of this Leadership team will be there to help me as I learn the ropes. I 
look forward to serving the District. 
Please feel free to contact me with questions and/or concerns. I will get back to you as soon as I possibly can. I 
can be reached by phone at (517) 282-5610 or email me at azmaint13@gmail.com. 
 
Vivat Jesus, Dave Zerbe 

District Membership  

                                                                               Marshal’s Report 
Let me begin by expressing best wishes from Lady Cindi and myself that your Christmas 
was merry, and the New Year will be bright.   
The first three principles of our Order; Charity, Unity and Fraternity carry through to the 4th 
degree.  They are demonstrated by our participation in the Color Crops.   
Here is the purpose of the Color Corps as stated in the Color Corps Drill Manual. 
“The Color Corps members exemplify all the principles of our Order: 

Charity – by the gift of their time and energies necessary to practice, perfect and  
perform the ceremonials and sword drill; 

Unity – by the united efforts of Sir Knights to practice and perfect a coordinated drill for 
the good of the Church and the Order; 

Fraternity – by expressing an “Esprit de Corps,” sharing a common desire for drill excellence and  
camaraderie; and 

Patriotism – by performing precision drill as a salute to God and to country and visually exhibiting a love 
for both.” 

Unity may be the most obvious principle associated with the Color Corps.  The goal in our ceremonies is to 
act as a unit, to show a oneness.  This is the culmination of the other principles involving practice and the  
desire for excellence.  Every member has a part to play to create the unity expected in our drill and ceremony. 
I assume everyone in the Color Corps is there due to their desire to perform well and reflect nothing but best 
in the Color Corps.  To be our best we need to function as the Color Corps by practice and ceremonies.  New 
members obviously need instruction and practice so they feel confident they can perform up to our standards.  
Our experienced members need to perform to keep their skill level high.  This can be through practices and 
ceremonies.   
The more the Color Corps performs the better it will be.  I am aware some assemblies have limited opportuni-
ties to perform.  Master Joe Yekulis has stated assemblies can join forces for call-outs.  This will provide more 
occasions for the Color Corps to perform.  This should also include practices.  Ask neighboring assemblies to 
participate in practices.  Keep in mind that I am more than willing to assist in training at any practices.  
Each assembly should continue their efforts to “grow the corps” and not settle for combining their Color 
Corps as the answer to “grow the corps”.   Each assembly must take pride in their Color Corps numbers and 
performance. 
Let our unity be reflected in our Color Corps.        Bill Currie       Sr. Marshal 
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Why the Engaged Catholic Man Matters 
 

It’s that time of year once again when we are preparing to enter the new year 

and prayerfully hopeful that it will bring our families, our friends, and our parishes 

positive opportunities and possibilities. One of the most important factors in taking 

our lives in a positive direction is truly being willing to open ourselves up to new 

opportunities, new adventures, and all the benefits that come with potentially fresh 

life experiences. We should recognize that new opportunities can bring financial 

rewards, improvement in our love and relationships with others, and unmitigated 

success, as well as unanticipated adventures. The possibilities are endless.                                                    

 The advice to think positively during tough times may seem to be a bit cliché, but there is 

significant research showing that positive thinking brings positive change to any situation. Many 

great things in life come with a catch, and the same goes for positive thinking. Positive thinking is 

not always easy and takes a lot of practice for most of us. That is because if the mind has already 

been trained to think negatively, it needs to be retrained to think in a positive direction, which can 

be a long, arduous process. On the bright side, retraining the brain is possible and immensely 

beneficial for all. 

Father Joe Krupp at Holy Family Church mentioned in his homily this past Sunday the  

issue of always being presented with negative circumstances and therefore we may be more  

inclined to rarely see or encounter the positive or good things that are still happening daily. Our 

perceptions being on a more positive scale can certainly influence not just ourselves and our  

families, but our parish and those around us we may encounter. Our parishes continue to need not 

only our attendance at Mass, but for us to be available and engaged in men’s groups, social  

interaction, and being that light of Christ in our communities.                                                                                                  

The lack of male involvement also has the potential to weaken the local parish and greatly 

diminish the number of men joining a religious order. With less than 2 in 10 men participating in 

their parish activity outside of Mass, studies have shown that congregations with greater  

involvement of men are more likely to be growing. We certainly need to recognize that our 

Catholic parishes cannot thrive and grow without the involvement of men.   

 The New Evangelization is recognition that there is a crisis of faith in the Church. But until 

we as the Church acknowledge the man crisis, its key drivers and begins to take action to address 

it, there is little hope in stemming the losses of the engaged faithful. Without us partaking in the 

Evangelization within our parishes, there will most likely be an overall diminished  

Evangelization.   So, by us being a part of the engaged generations of Catholic men who are on 

fire for Jesus Christ and our Holy Catholic Church, the future will be one of positivity and  

success.  

                                            

       Your Brother in CHRIST 

                                              PFN Charles T. Loader 
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      Michigan District 2  VAVS, Veteran’s  

                                                       Support and Civic Activities 
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Michigan District 2 Knight’s Wear 

 
     Show your pride and support for our District that is rich in  

tradition as being one of the most active group of Catholics for God and country in the 

land.  

     We have available a selection of fashions designed with the most popular colors for 

men and women. We now also offer, by popular  

demand, special orders for men’s and ladies jackets as well as our popular polo's.  

      

            Watch for our tables at Exemplifications and District events.. 

 

                          Cash and Personal Checks graciously accepted. 

 

               SK Michael Babiuk  248-388-5660       michaelbabiuk@mac.com 

Battle Creek Veterans Administration Volunteer Services (VAVS)  
 

I hope that all of you have enjoyed a very blessed Christmas and wish all of you a 
New Year of renewed faith and courage. 
 
Things haven’t changed much at the Battle Creek VA since our last newsletter. 
Things are still pretty much locked down as COVID continues to reprocess  
itself, but that hasn’t stopped some of our Assemblies and Councils to continue 
support of our Veterans though fund raising projects and donations of pillows, 
blankets and many other items on the donation want list. I ask that if you are  
reading this newsletter, go to your Assembly and ask if they are participating in Operation  

Patriotism. The $250.00 from each Assembly goes a long way in providing much needed funding for 
programs for our Veterans, both at the VA and Homeless. 
 
At the Wyoming Michigan VA Outpatient Clinic, there are many opportunities to get involved 
though a few hours a week in volunteerism. They are always in need of coffee shop workers and 
Ambassadors. Just going in for a few hours to volunteer and listen to our Veterans stories is priceless. 
I am hoping that this New Year will bring in a better understanding of how to handle situations such 
as what we have experienced so that we can begin to enjoy life as we once knew it. I also pray for all 
of you and your families in asking God to protect you in Faith as our Veterans have protected us in 
Freedom. 
 
Thank you and God bless. 
 

Jim Pitsch 
 

VAVS District 2 Battle Creek 



                                                                 Executive Assistant- Exemplifications 

 

Worthy Sir Knights and Ladies:     
Happy New Year. Lady Tricia and I wish you all health and happiness in 2023. Unity is an  
important element to accomplish any task. Our Founder, Blessed Michael McGivney,  
recognized this and designated unity as one of the four founding principles of the Knights of 
Columbus. Knights utilize the power of unity to strengthen our church, families, and  
communities. Knights stand in solidarity with our priests and clergy to support the Catholic 
Church. Sir Knights of the Fourth Degree not only strengthen the Church, our families, and 
communities, but also unify as Patriots to defend our country and civic liberties that we all  
enjoy. That is not all. Sir Knights unify to support veterans and those who have fought to defend our freedoms. The 
Fourth Degree strengthens the Knights of Columbus as the fourth pillar on which the Order was founded:   
CHARITY-UNITY-FRATERNITY-PATRIOTISM. As a Sir Knight we are often the view of the Order that is  
observed by the public. Through the presence of the honor guard at Mass, in processions, parades, and  
solemnly standing guard during memorials for our beloved deceased brothers, we are the prime example of  
exemplary Catholic gentlemen. Our strength as we unify for GOD and for Country is powerful and shows  
everyone the good that flows when we act in service to our neighbor. I am proud stand with fellow sir knights in 
support of our faith and the patriotism that we need across our nation today. I encourage you to share your  
experience as a Fourth Degree member with a fellow brother knight and ask them to take the final step in their 
journey to full knighthood. The next exemplification is coming up on Saturday, April 29th. 
 
Fraternally, 
Kyle Thelen,     Executive Assistant- Exemplifications 
 

517-290-6689 or thelenkm@yahoo.com  

We all remember our exemplification when we became a Knight of Columbus. During that  

ceremony, three core tenants of our fraternal brotherhood were taught: Charity, Unity, and  
Fraternity. In our revised new Exemplification ceremony, the Presenter on Unity begins his lesson 
with these words, “Gentlemen, to be a Knight of Columbus means that you possess unity in purpose 
and unity in action, which come from our shared Catholic faith and the grace of the Holy Spirit.” 
Webster’s New World dictionary defines Unity as “the quality of being one in spirit, sentiment and 
harmony.” I believe that “unity in purpose and action” forms the bedrock of any successful activity 
our Knights undertake. And, like everything else, practice makes perfect. More importantly, practice 
allows us to experience and obtain the grace of the Holy Spirit in full measure. 
 
How many successful activities have we participated in as a Knight? How many of our activities were better the 
second or third time around? How many activities did we mentor a new Brother Knight? And did we not  
experience our pride in being a Sir Knight of Columbus grow stronger the more we were unified as a group  
towards accomplishing a common goal? 
 
When we were exemplified a Sir Knight of Columbus, a fourth tenant was added: Patriotism. I take pride, as we all 
should, in belonging to a Fraternal Order that strives to promote and sustain a key pillar of patriotism. In our  
country and in many others, that pillar is freedom.  
 
Detailed in this Newsletter are many examples on how the Sir Knights of Lansing District II were unified in their 
goal of aiding our Veterans and other honorable groups and individuals dedicated to retaining and securing  
freedom for our fellow citizens. We can rightfully take pride in each of those successful acts of charity as we wear 
our Knight’s symbol on our clothes or proudly fly our KofC flag next to another symbol of unity, the flag of the 
United States of America.   

 

SK Michael Babiuk 
Knights Pride Director 
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All Exemplification forms 

Can be accessed at: 
https://michigandistrict2.org/forms/ 



 

Michigan District II 
830 N. Main St. 
Chelsea, Mi   48118 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Hennepin Province 

This Newsletter is published to our Website at www.michigandistrict2.org   

  Please contact SK Ken Watterson at aarrdy@sbcglobal.net if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

                                              

             Contact Information 
           Master District 2                 Sir Knight Joe Yekulis   734-368-8469      joeyekulis@gmail.com 
           Executive/Lans Assistant:     Sir Knight Chuck Loader   517-420-6351   canine13@comcast.net 
                Comptroller:                          Sir Knight Dave Buick   517.927.8044      dabuick45@gmail.com                  
                VAVS Program :                   Sir Knight John Yanok   810-599-0099     dd509@mikofc.org 
                Color Corps:                          Sir Knight Bill Currie at  517-485-5886    curriewmm@aol.com 
                Membership:                         Sir Knight Dave Zerbe at 517-282-4516     azmaint13@gmail.com 
                Communications:                  Sir Knight Ken Watterson at 317-881-0812    aarrdy@sbcglobal.net 
                       
                      For all other questions:   >>  after addressing them with your Faithful Navigator  << 
                                                              Master  Sir Knight Joe Yekulis 734-368-8469     joeyekulis@gmail.com 
                  
                    (Please remember the “Chain of Command” and check with your Assembly contacts first.) 

Our NEXT District II Meeting                 March 18th 2023               Queens Parish, Jackson 


