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The Need for Patriotism Grows Ever Stronger 
Joe Yekulis, Master – MI District 2 

 

What does being a Patriot mean to you? It has to start with a love for our 

country, and all of the God given values that we stand for. As we’ve seen 

our country being torn apart by fellow citizens who hate what America 

stands for, we need God loving Patriots to stand up for our nation now 

more than ever. That much has never been clearer to me as we have  

witnessed countless episodes during the past 12 months of rioting in the 

inner cities and American flags being burned in anger by lawless people 

who hate America. For those of you old enough to remember, (and most 

of you are), it almost reminds me of the Vietnam era all over again, and 

it’s certainly made me feel stronger about my love for our country and 

what it means to be the leader of Michigan District 2. How about you? 

 

It’s been quite a year since my appointment to District Master on September 1, 2020. I was 

thrown into the fire right away as we held our first “virtual” exemplification on September 

24th, and two more followed on November 19th and May 8th for a total of 92 new members 

brought in during the past fraternal year. Thanks to all who participated to make the last  

fraternal year a success, in spite of our being hamstrung by COVID19 which kept us from  

performing live exemplifications and meeting together in public. Special thanks to Former 

Masters David A. Buick and George Walrath for mentoring me and helping me to get through 

a frantic start to the year. Now I thank God that we’re finally out of danger and getting back to 

life as normal! 

 

So now that we’re into the new fraternal year, it’s time to thank our former Faithful Navigators 

for their hard work during the past year, and to congratulate the 10 new Navigators who have 

joined our District 2 Team. They include: 

Assembly #489 – Kelly Donnellon, Ann Arbor 

Assembly #496 – Ronald Pioch, Lansing 

Assembly #500 – Lou Scohy – Bronson 

Assembly #505 – Brian Wemple – Battle Creek 

Assembly #522 – Frank Hanchak – Paw Paw 

Assembly #2031 – Christopher Porter – Fenton 

Assembly #2211 – Donald Pollard – Flushing 

Assembly #2982 – Paul Koleda – Dewitt 

Assembly #3334 – Russell Pate – Lansing 

Assembly #3542 – Carl Kent – Buchanan 

 

And while we’re at it, let’s congratulate our three Star Assemblies from the last fraternal year. 

Assembly #510 – FN Chuck Loader, Burton 

Assembly #1969 – FN Mark Studnicka, Hudson 

Assembly #2211 – FN Jerry Mead, Flushing 

 



Part of the first announcement made by the lead flight attendant on an airplane is that if 

the air masks drop down, make sure you take care of yourself, before helping others.  I 

would encourage all of the Knights to make sure that your journey toward holiness and 

sainthood never takes a back seat.   

So, we need balance in our lives.  Reaching out and extending charity to others is what 

we are commanded to do.  But, in order to do this properly, we all need a close  

relationship with our Lord and Savior. 

Find time to pray every day.  Attend Mass whenever possible.  Go to Reconciliation  

often.  And be the best men, fathers, husbands, grandfathers and Knights that you can be.  

It is what God wants of us. 

 

Vivat Jesus, Deacon Wayne Slomiany,                        Michigan District II Church Director 
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The Resumption Is Underway 
 My Brothers in CHRIST, it has certainly been good to see our families,  

communities and our Churches moving to resume our lives in this post pandemic climate.  It’s 

wonderful to go to Mass and see all pews being available and filled with parishioners who are 

being graciously welcomed back. We have to get comfortable with the fact that our post-Covid 

institutions may not look exactly the same.  

 This can be either good or bad. It will be bad if we aim to go back to exactly how things 

were before hand. This is because we can't really go backwards effectively and thus, we may unintentionally set 

ourselves up for potential failure and disappointment. It is more likely to be good if we recognize what God 

asks of us, with courage, love and perseverance. As Knights of Columbus and potential Catholic leaders in our 

churches we should want to see positive changes with things in our parish and diocese.  

 Furthermore, if we are praying for renewal and growth in the Church but are not willing to be a  

involved or engaged, then we are praying that God will use the actions and involvement of others to bring about 

renewal. We have a God who doesn't settle for letting humans diminish his eternal plan. His level of grace is 

bigger. His unrelenting mercy is stronger. He will succeed, with or without us. Even if we can't individually aid 

in the transformation of our Church, we can still decide to do better individually.  

 What about you and me? Where do we need renewal, repentance, change in habit, growth in faith, more 

hope, stronger love, and surrender to grace? Start in those places. But, don’t stop there. Our job is to be holy, 

glorify God, go to heaven, and get as many others as we can to join us there. The parish exists in order to  

facilitate these things. We won't achieve much by settling for anger and/or frustration watching the possible  

floodwaters rise. Being Knights of action will help us serve our families, serve our communities, and invest in 

serving in the lives of others and our Church. 

 As members of the 4th Degree, we have taken steps to resume what for several years has been an  

inactive part of our Assembly. At our last meeting, a significant discussion took place regarding the resumption 

of our Color Corps. Our new District Master, who was at our meeting, has taken it upon himself to restore the 

Corps. And as the former Color Corps Commander, after prayerful thought and consideration, I purchased the 

new Uniform now being worn by the Knights of Columbus Color Corps.  

 A motion was made at the meeting to have the Assembly aid in the purchase of the Uniform if needed, 

as many participants had already invested in buying their retired Regalia. The motion passed by more than a 

2/3’rds vote. I am therefore proud to announce our once very active Color Corps will be active again. 

 

SK  Charles Loader   Executive Assistant  
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Masters Update    

 

While we’re discussing the “Changing of the Guard,” I’d like to thank former FN Chris Hanson #3334 for his 

willingness to be my District Executive Assistant during the past year, and wish him well as he and his wife, 

Kristine move to Indianapolis, Ind. I look forward to working with his replacement, Chuck Loader and his wife 

Debra, who has stepped up to fill Chris’ slot. Other additions to the team include FN Michael Babuick of Howell 

Assembly #2050 who has taken over as our Pride Director, and DD #407 Karl Kerchief and his wife Margaret, 

who is a new Marshal for the Kalamazoo Diocese.  

 

Most importantly, as we look to the future and try to leave COVID19 behind, we are looking forward to our next 

“live” District exemplification which will take place at St. Jude Parish in Dewitt north of Lansing on October 23, 

2021. We will be honoring our very deserving former Master, David A. Buick, who worked tirelessly on our  

behalf during the previous four years before my appointment, and I pray that we can turn out a great class for him 

this fall. There is no MSU football game in Lansing that Saturday, so there’s no reason not to have a great event 

with every Assembly in the District turning out 5 – 10 candidates in his honor. More information will be posted 

on the District 2 website at Michigandistrict2.org as it becomes available.  

 

We are also having great success with our “Restore the Corps” initiative, and several assemblies have stepped up 

to begin purchasing the new uniform to be able to handle their own events once again. That includes recent  

commitments from Burton, Otsego, and Owosso Assemblies, whose members are purchasing 6 – 10 new  

uniforms respectively. Thanks also to those of you who have already stepped up, as it’s time to get back to the 

business of supporting our priests and bishops, honoring our country, supporting our veterans, and paying  

homage to those SK’s who go before us at their vigil ceremonies.  

 

We have several upcoming events where Districtwide call outs will be needed during the next two months,  

including: 

July 21, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. (report) – St. Augustine Cathedral, Kalamazoo – 50th Anniversary Mass 

August 13, 2021 at 6:00 p.m (report) – Lansing Lugnut’s Annual Vocations Night 

August 29, 2021 12 – 1 p.m.- Domino’s Farms, Catholic Radio WDEO Living Rosary, A2 

 

Keep your eyes on the District 2 Website for more information on upcoming events. And speaking of the  

website, I hope you’ve been enjoying the photos of the events taking place around District 2. If you have photos 

you’d like to share with everyone of special events, please send them to Communications Director Ken  

|Watterson at aarrdy@sbcglobal.net. And thanks to Ken for the great work he’s doing to keep our site up to date.  

 

I’ll close with a big thanks to everyone in the District for making Lady Denise and I feel so welcome wherever 

we’ve gone. Thanks also to our Friars, Fr. Brian Lenz and Fr. Bob Creagan along with Deacon Wayne Slomiany 

for their part in caring for our spiritual needs. It has been a special privilege to attend many events throughout the 

District, including the privilege of meeting Cardinal Raymond Burke at the Padre Pio dedication events, and 

working with Very Rev. Bishop Earl Boyea and Very Rev. Bishop Paul Bradley at their special events. Also,  

attending assembly honors events, supporting the Unify America event in November, the sad closure of St.  

Michael’s Parish in Flint, and performing honor guard duties for the Lansing Lugnuts on July 4th were special 

highlights.  

 

Finally, thanks to Lady Denise for all of her support in my efforts to support you. We look forward to meeting all 

of you at the upcoming Officer Installations during the month of August throughout the District. Let’s continue to 

“Restore the Corps.” Vivat Jesus! 

 

 

SK Joe Yekulis MFD 
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Worthy Sir Knights and Ladies: 

 

I hope you all enjoyed a wonderful Independence Day holiday. For the first time in over a 

year, restrictions on in-person gatherings have been lifted and many facets of our lives are 

getting back to what we have held onto as “normal”. Activities within the Knights of  

Columbus are no exception. Within Michigan District II that means in-person meetings and 

finally, a long-awaited in-person Exemplification! God willing, on October 23rd we will be 

taking part in the first live District II exemplification in over eighteen months. Therefore, we 

should use this opportunity to celebrate not only a class of new Sir Knights and a very  

deserving class honoree, but also the persistence and resilience of the Knights and the  

outstanding patriotism within our fraternal activity. Use this time to reopen some of the  

social channels that may have went dormant during the pandemic and invite a fellow Third Degree Knight to 

take the final step on their journey to full knighthood with the Patriotic Fourth Degree. In addition to the live 

Exemplification on October 23rd, we will also be putting together a souvenir book to commemorate the event for 

all participants. The souvenir book is a critical part of the Exemplification and its purpose is two-fold. First, it 

serves to commemorate the Fourth Degree Exemplification for all new Sir Knights and provide an opportunity 

for us to duly welcome them to the Patriotic Degree. Second, the souvenir book helps defray the costs for the 

District and Assemblies in putting together the exemplification and assists to keep the candidate fees reasonable. 

I will be contacting all Faithful Navigators in the District with information regarding the souvenir book and to 

communicate the importance of soliciting advertisements to make the 83rd Exemplification a success. Of course, 

it is not the responsibility of the Navigator alone, so I recommend we all take an active part in helping sell space 

within the Exemplification souvenir book. Each assembly will have a goal to achieve and I am confident that 

every Sir Knight within District II will do what is needed to help their assembly succeed. I know each of the  

assemblies will rise to the challenge, as that is what makes Michigan District II the best district within the  

Hennepin Province. Information for the 83rd Exemplification is available on the Michigan District II website. 

Please reach out to me if you have any questions regarding the souvenir book. I have included my contact  

information below. To close, Lady Tricia and I wish you and your family a safe and relaxing summer. Thank 

you all for your continued support of Patriotism and Michigan District II. Blessed Michael McGivney, pray for 

us. 

 

Fraternally, 

Kyle Thelen 

517-290-6689 or thelenkm@yahoo.com Exemplification Assistant  
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                                                                   Lady Denise Yekulis 

The Continental Congress officially adopted the Declaration of Independence 
on July 4, 1776. However, the document was not signed for another month. In 1941, just two 

weeks after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution 

were sent to Fort Knox in Kentucky for safe keeping. The rest, as they say, is history.  

We have a lot to celebrate this year. Last year was difficult with COVID.  We deprived  

ourselves of the joy we feel now when we are with friends and family. Many of us were  

separated from the Eucharist because our churches were closed. In some ways it reminded me of 

the Lenten season. Much like during the Lenten season we abstain from so many things during 

Lent.  I know I have denied myself of everything from my favorite chocolate to meat (that was difficult).  At the 

end of Lent and the Holy Triduum we celebrate our Risen Christ.  This year is a little like that. We are again able 

to celebrate what is important to us. 

In Matthew Kelly’s book “Rediscover the Saints”, he talks about St. Teresa of Avila. “When she died, an old 

handmade bookmark was found in her prayer book, which she used to take everywhere with her. On the bookmark 

Teresa had written, “Let nothing disturb you. Let nothing make you afraid. All things are passing. God alone 

never changes. Patience gains all things. If you have God, you will want for nothing. God alone suffices.””  No 

truer words have ever been spoken. “All things are passing”. The virus will pass.  The craziness of the world  

today will pass. Our sorrow will pass. “God alone suffices!” 

Our patience has gained for us continued celebrations with God at the center. We will celebrate the return of the 

live exemplification on Saturday, October 23, 2021 at St. Jude Parish in DeWitt. I am looking forward to seeing 

old friends and making new friends. This is a joyous time to gather as we welcome new members and their wives 

to the Patriotic Degree of the Knights of Columbus. Please get the word out as we look forward to a joyous  

celebration.  

 

God Bless,  

Lady Denise Yekulis 

                                                                         Marshal’s Report 
 

In the November 2020 district newsletter my article was an introductory one talking about myself 

and my experiences in the Knights of Columbus.  Even though it has been almost a year since FM 

Dave Buick passed the reins of Michigan District 2 over to Master Joe Yekulis I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank FM Dave for his support while I served as his senior marshal.  He took 

many arrows that could have gone my way for the change in the color corps uniform  He worked 

hard at showing members that it is not so much how we appear as what we are doing and who we 

are doing it for.  His efforts are paying off as more members are joining the color corps. 

Master Joe has taken up the challenge to grow the color corps, increasing its numbers. I will do my 

best to make that possible by helping to maintain a color corps that is proud of what they do.   

Assisting me with marshal duties will be Karl Kerchief and Matt Wierzgac.  Much of the success of 

the color corps is the responsibility of the assembly navigators and commanders.  We rely on you to have your color 

corps appearing and performing as they should.  The District Marshals are here to help you in any way you like, for  

example conducting training, observing your color corps, answering questions, etc.  Tell us what you need. 

The COVID-19 restrictions have greatly reduced the color corps opportunities and has eliminated some of our  

annual district-wide and diocese-wide call-outs.  We have the chance to jump back into our routine with the  

call-out for the Lansing Diocese Knights’ Family Night to Celebrate Vocations on August 13 as the color corps, 

hopefully 30+ strong, presents the Colors before the Lansing Lugnuts baseball game.  Those who have been to this 

game in the past know how much fun it is, not only for us but also the priests, sisters, seminarians, and children we 

bring to the game. 

 

Fraternally,     

Bill Currie  Sr. Marshal 



Sir Knights, 

I hope that everyone is healthy and enjoying our beautiful summer. As you all know our new 

fraternal year began on July 1st so we can put last year behind us. As a district we added 92 

new members to our Assemblies, short of our goal of 120. We did however have 3  

Assemblies attain Star Assembly Status, congratulations to:  Burton Assembly #510, FN 

Chuck Loader, Hudson Assembly #1969, FN Mark Studnicka, Flushing Assembly #2211, 

FN Jerry Mead. As we evolve to our new normal, we can again resume building our Order 

by actively recruiting in person, and the best way to grow our Assemblies is to ask those 

Catholic men we know!  

To help, Supreme has extended the free online membership until December 31,2021, the 

code is MCGIVNEY 2020. Here’s how to do it: 

Have the prospect go to: kofc.org/joinus 

Enter promo code MCGIVNEY2020 

Enter your membership number for sponsor credit 

Take candidate to your councils next Charity/Unity/Fraternity Exemplification 

Have a Form 4 ready for them to sign for the next in person Exemplification on October 23rd. 

 

As members of the Patriotic Degree, today more than ever we need to show our support for the men and 

women who sacrifice each day for our freedoms. Many of the programs and events that we were unable to have 

last year we can now participate in again. This would be a great way to invite that candidate to join the 4th  

degree. Maybe it’s a clothing drive for homeless vets, visits to a VA Hospital, or simply volunteering at a  

shelter that supports veterans, or anything that your Assembly does that is an example of Patriotism. Think 

back to when you joined, what was it that sparked your interest to join the Patriotic Degree?  

As important as it is to get men to join the Order and eventually the 4th degree, it’s vitally important to 

get them involved! There are endless opportunities to get member involved, but first we must get them to join. 

Who are you going to ask today, tomorrow, this weekend at Mass? 

As we begin the new Fraternal year, as leaders of your Assemblies do you know what your goal is?  

Begin now to plan how you can attain Star Assembly this year. By starting today, it will be much more  

attainable. By working together let’s also set the goal of Star District! Lets’ GO Michigan District 2! 

We will have an Exemplification on October 23,2021 in Dewitt with the class honoree our Former  

Master David A. Buick. Start NOW to get those form 4’s. All the information is on the district website:  

Michigandistrict2.org/forms 

Please continue to pray the Rosary daily and to ask our founder, The Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney 

to strengthen, grow and guide our Order. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Joel Fournier PFN 

District Membership Director  

 

Vivat Jesus,    Joel Fournier PFN     District Membership Director 
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Upcoming Events 

Schedule of Events – Summer/Fall 2021   

(Update: 7/12/21) 

 

District Activities 

 

July 1, 2021 – Start of 2021-22 Fraternal Year 

 

July 7, 2021 – Lansing Diocesan Meeting – Flushing 6:00 p.m. 

 

July 14, 2021 – Kalamazoo Diocesan Meeting – St. Augustine Cathedral 6:00 p.m. 

 

July 21st (Wed.) – 50th Anniversary Celebration Kalamazoo Diocese  

2:00 p.m. Mass w/Bishops of Michigan 

 

August 1 – 31, 2021 Officer Installations, District 2 
 

August 1, 2021 -  

Assembly Audits – Master, VSM, Supreme 

Sir Knight of the Year Nomination – Master, VSM 

Lady of the Year Nomination- Master, VSM 

 

August 13th – Lugnut’s Night for Vocations – Cooley Law Stadium 

Honor Guard members perform flag ceremony on the ball field 

 

August 13-15 – Provincial Master’s Meeting – “VSM Turnover Weekend” 

Hosted by VSM Cliff and Susan Wasmund – Washington, MI 

All Masters of Fr. Hennepin Province and “new” VSM 

 

August 29, 2021, 12-1 p.m. Living Rosary 4th Degree Callout 

Ave Maria Radio WDEO Festival at Domino’s Farms – Ann Arbor 

 

September – New Officer Training (TBA) 

 

October 16, 2021 – Women’s Conference, Lansing, MI 

 

October Priest Exemplification (TBA) 

 

October 23, 2021 – Fall Exemplification, St. Jude Parish, Dewitt, MI 











 

Michigan District II 

830 N. Main St. 

Chelsea, Mi   48118 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Knights of Columbus 

Hennepin Province 

This Newsletter is published to our Website at www.michigandistrict2.org   

  Please contact SK Ken Watterson at aarrdy@sbcglobal.net if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

                                              

                      Contact Information 

 
         Executive/Lansing Assistant:  Sir Knight Charles Loader  517-420-6351   canine13@comcast.net 

                Comptroller:                          Sir Knight Dave Buick   517.927.8044      dabuick45@gmail.com                  

                VAVS Program :                   Sir Knight John Yanok   810-599-0099     dd509@mikofc.org 

                Color Corps:                          Sir Knight Bill Currie at  517-485-5886    curriewmm@aol.com 

                Membership:                         Sir Knight Joel Fournier at 810-297-8114    joel.a.fournier@gmail.com 

                Communications:                  Sir Knight Ken Watterson at 317-881-0812    aarrdy@sbcglobal.net 

                   

                   For all other questions:  >>   after addressing them with your Faithful Navigator    << 

                                                               Sir Knight Joe Yekulis MFD 734-368-8469     joeyekulis@gmail.com 
                  

                    (Please remember the “Chain of Command” and check with your Assembly contacts first.) 

Our NEXT District II Exemplification      Oct 23rd at 9:30 am      St Jude Parish    Dewitt Mi 


