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My Brother Sir Knights and Ladies, 

It is my honor to greet you as the new Master of Michigan District 2 of 
the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus. My wife Denise and I are 
excited for this opportunity, and looking forward to getting to know all 
of you. We also know this will be quite a challenge however, as we still 
have a way to go in defeating the COVID19 pandemic that is wreaking 
havoc in our world and in our District.  
 
I would like to start out with an introduction for those of you who don’t 
know us. Denise and I have been married for 40 years, and have two 
beautiful daughters – Melissa and Margaret. We met and married when I 
was a deputy with the Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Department and she 
was a dispatcher in 1980, and the rest is history. We settled in Chelsea, 
MI 20 miles west of Ann Arbor, became members of St. Mary Parish, and I joined St. Louis 
Guanella Council #3092 in 1988. I have served the order as a Grand Knight, Faithful  
Navigator, Diocesan Membership Director, District Deputy, State PR Director and State  
Membership Director (08-10) under SD Bob Moody; and we were the last team to enter the 
Supreme Circle of Honor in Membership until SD Bill Chasse’ and SMD Jim Kraus made it 
last year. Congratulations to them for their hard work! 
 
In my professional career, I was a deputy sheriff and sergeant in Washtenaw County (1975-
1992), elected as a Washtenaw County Commissioner (1994-2004) and President of the  
Michigan Association of Counties (2001), Candidate for State Representative (2004), and now 
I have been the Public Relations Director for St. Louis Center and the Servants of Charity for 
the past 15 years (2005-2020). I am actively involved as a lector and Eucharistic minister in 
my parish at St. Mary, Chelsea.  
 
Now that the personal background is out of the way, I’d like to thank several past District  
leaders for their support, including Former Master David A. Buick, Former Master George 
Walrath, and former VSM George Mallison for believing in me and helping me through the 
selection process. I’d also like to thank the Past State Deputies that I’ve worked with along the 
way who believed in me enough to appoint me to several State and Diocesan positions during 
my career in the Knights. Finally, thanks to my wife Denise, who has joined me on this trip 
through the ranks of the Knights of Columbus, and supported everything I’ve been asked to do 
along the way! 
 
Now it’s time to get onto the business of the District, and that is learning how to operate in a 
virtual universe. In my position at St. Louis Center, we’ve figured out that if we don’t operate 
in the virtual world from a fundraising perspective, we will begin to suffer financially in a very 
short time, as all of the K of C TootsieRoll Drives were cancelled this year, and many of our 
scheduled fundraising events at St. Louis Center were rescheduled or cancelled.  
By mid-summer, we learned that we had to do virtual  
fundraising to survive, and we starting holding events online.  

Operating the District in a Virtual Universe 



2 
From One Brother to Another 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 
St. Paul to St. Timothy 

 
Worthy Brothers and Esteemed Ladies – 
 
May Jesus Christ be praised!  My name is Fr. Brian Lenz, I am the newly ap-
pointed Friar for the Second Michigan District of Fourth Degree brothers of the 
Knights of Columbus.  I have served Our Lord as a priest in the Diocese of 
Lansing since June of 2016, and have been a member of the Knights since my 
university graduation in 2009.  During my studies for the priesthood I spent four 

years in Rome, where I also received the Fourth Degree through Fr. H. Timothy Vakoc Assembly 
3373, which serves our beloved U.S. military personnel stationed in Europe. 
 
It is an honor for me to serve you.  In these initial thoughts as your friar, I hope only to praise God 
who is within you and to encourage you as one brother to another. 
 
Jesus is Lord of all human history, and He directs everything in accord with the providence of His 
grace.  Part of God’s providence is to bless the very many good works that He Himself inspires in 
the hearts of all men of good will, in order to sanctify the world.  And among the good works of 
God’s providence are the acts of devotion and service that we offer our communities as members 
of the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus. 
 
We are a Patriotic Degree, and the foundation of patriotism rests not upon the ingenuity of modern 

democracy, but upon the words of a stone tablet written by the finger of God 3,400 years ago.  
When the Lord led the Hebrew people out of slavery to the Promised Land, He gave them the Ten 
Commandments to teach them what it is to be human.  And within human nature is the glory of 
‘loving thy father and thy mother’ (Ex 20:12).  In this command God illuminated the ties of  
kinship that we bear toward our forefathers, whom we cannot repay.  These ties extend beyond 
blood lineage to include relatives, communities, and society at large.  Thus, our Catholic faith 
teaches us that patriotism, which is the love of country, is truly a Christian virtue under the aegis 
of the Fourth Commandment (Catechism 2199, 2212). 
 
God blesses true patriotic devotion, because within this devotion lives the provident unifying grace 
of the Commandment given of old, which is fulfilled in the New Commandment of Jesus: to love 
as He loved us, by laying down one’s life for a friend. 
 

My brothers, our country thirsts for the unity of kinship, which God Almighty has reserved in His 
love alone.  May we, therefore, daily lay down our lives for love of God and neighbor, in this our 
blessed Christian service to our faith and our nation. 
 
Vivat Jesus – 
Fr Brian Lenz 

 

                                                          Firmum est cor meum  Psalm 108:1 
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                                                                  Church Director 

 
Many people ask, why do clergy wear the Roman collar?  The white collar was originally 

adapted by clergy to represent their role as shepherd.  I believe that the collar also  
represents hope and safety.  Hope in that we are reminded that our life and our salvation 
are gifts from God and that our true hope is in Jesus Christ.  Safety, in the safety of a 
shepherd, knowing that we have shepherds to help and protect us on our journey toward 
becoming what God created us to be. 
I believe we need, as Sir Knights,to help in offering hope and safety. Every time the  
Regalia is seen, people should see hope and safety. Every act of service and charity that we offer 
should reflect hope and safety. 
Brothers, iron sharpens iron. St. Faustina said we start as straw. So, now my brothers, we now need to 
become like iron.Please, get involved in the order.  Strive to learn more about your faith.  Become an 
even more active member of your church.  And as Catholics, our history shows, we were always there 
to love and support those treated unjustly and those who need support. 
Please continue to pray for and support your Assembly and District officers.  May God’s peace always 
be with you and those you love.   
Vivat Jesus, 

Deacon Wayne Slomiany, Michigan District II Church Director 

                                                                                Executive Assistant (Lansing)  
Hello, 

My name is Chris Hanson, I am the Master of the 4th Degree’s Executive Assistant. My 
great wife Kristine and I have been married over 13 years, we have 6 children and 12 grandchildren 
with one more on the way. 

My duties consist of helping the Master in many ways;  
Doing the litanies at meetings 
Roll call of Assemblies, Staff and Dignitaries 

Taking minutes for future referencing 
Receiving and making phone calls 
Receiving forms that are sent to District 2 
I have been a member of the Knights of Columbus for almost 42 years, a member of the 4th  
Degree for almost 30 years, a member of the Honor Guard for 15 yrs. I am in my 6th year as a 
District Deputy, with 4yrs. in Lansing and 2 yrs. in the Owosso area. I am a Past Grand Knight 
with over 5yrs. and am in my 1st year as Navigator in my Assembly #3334 in Lansing. I am  
currently the Deputy Grand Knight for the Owosso Council #1139 and will be taking over as 
Grand Knight in July, if the Council votes me in. 
My experience with the Knights of Columbus has led me to believe with all of the Charity  
activities we do and the Fraternalism we have with each other, that this is the greatest  
organization in the world to belong to. 
I have grown as a man, a father (grandfather) and a Catholic. We need this organization in our 
lives and need to grow in numbers, to help more with our charities. It is our duty to invite the 
men around us in church to join us so they can be a part of this wonderful experience. We as 
Catholic men, need to set an example to our neighbors, communities and world, as to what it 
means to be a follower of Christ and to strive to live accordingly. 
  
Fraternally, Chris Hanson 
 2460 Lexington Dr.  Owosso, MI 48867 
 517-894-8485 

 kofchanson@yahoo.com 
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Continued on page 5 

Masters Update    
 
So far we’ve done three major events as of November 1st, with another one coming up on November 7th for our 
33rd Annual “Virtual” Fall Auction.  
 
This experience has helped us to hit the ground running, as FM David A. Buick recommended after my  
appointment, that the first thing we needed to do was to plan for a “Virtual” 4th Degree Exemplification before 
the end of September.He and the Degree Team had put together a video this past summer that we could use to 
make this happen. So we just had to figure out which platform to use, so we made it a Zoom event and opened an 
account. Not only did we have four candidates from Ardon F. Dubie Assembly #523- Davison participate, but 
another eight assemblies joined in for a total of thirty new SK’s in the District. Although we had a few technical 
difficulties that night, most of the feedback was positive, and we’ll be doing this again on Thursday November 
19, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. You should have all received the candidate registration forms, flyers and souvenir ad con-
tracts by now.  
 
There are a number of goals that we need to pursue as we are already through the first quarter of this fraternal 
year. Everyone should be working toward their Star Assembly Awards, and completing your forms on time is  
going to be the key to success. America needs Patriotism now more than ever, and the 4th Degree needs to be a 
bulwark standing up for the traditions of our nation and our flag.  
 
Speaking of traditions,how about the regalia that Supreme has updated for us? Like it or not gentlemen; this is 
our new reality, and we have to accept this change in order to move forward as a group. That’s why my theme for 
the next two years is, “Restore the Corps.” It’s time to start fitting into these new uniforms so that we can once 
again become the visible presence of the Knights of Columbus. One way to do that is for Assemblies to help out 
with subsidies for your color corps members. My assembly awards $200 for the new regalia, and our councils in 
Washtenaw County provide $100 each, so that reduces the cost significantly. We now have 22 members in new 
regalia in the Cardinal O’Hara Assembly, but sadly, there are a number of Assemblies in District 2 that still have-
n’t bought in. We need all of you to remember your oath of Fraternity from the 3rd Degree to support your work 
in the 4th Degree. 
 
Another priority for the District will be to re-vamp the District Website. Communications Director Ken  
Watterson has returned as our webmaster, and is helping me upgrade the site. You can reach it at the following 
link: https://michigandistrict2.org/. Your suggestions are welcome, and we hope to add several more tabs to help 
you find what you need.  
 
We’ve also got a great new team of leaders stepping up to help lead the District. Many are the same steady faces 
you’ve come to know over the years, but we’ve also added some fresh blood from throughout the District. Most 
importantly, a warm welcome to Rev. Brian Lenz, who has accepted the Faithful Friar’s position through a  
recommendation from Very Rev. Bishop Earl Boyea. He is the Chaplain at Jackson Lumen Christi HS, and is 
looking forward to working with us. Our old friend, Very Rev. Robert F. Creagan, KHS has agreed to be our 
Friar in the Kalamazoo Diocese, and Deacon Wayne Slomiany of Ann Arbor has agreed to be our Church  
Director to assist our priests whenever needed.  
 
Thanks to FM David A. Buick, who will stay on as our Comptroller and will be taking over for FM/Comptroller 
Robert Vandesteene, Jr. FM Bob has dedicated many years of work to the District, and we appreciate everything 
he’s done for us. FM Dave will continue to be a strong advisor for me as I continue my crash course in being the 
Master of this great District. David Lenneman returns as the Degree Captain for the best degree team in the  
Order, and I would ask you to all visit our website to findeveryone else who has accepted a staff leadership  
position.  
 
VSM News         A number of important issues have come from our Vice Supreme Master Cliff Wasmund.  
Membership is down in 2020 due to the pandemic and a lack of exemplifications. 
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Supreme is in the process of updating the 4th Degree exemplification to 21st Century standards as they did 

with the new Admissions Degree, and family viewing will be allowed when its complete. 
Candidates may actually go through a Virtual Exemplification from other areas to suit their schedules. 
The Supreme Knight says, “The Fourth Degree is here to stay and is needed now more than ever.” 
The new top coat will be available to ship in 3 weeks from the Supply room at a cost of $225. The size 

needed will be the same size as your KC uniform jacket.  The variance is built into the pattern.  So if you 
take a 46 long sport coat, you would order a 46 long top coat. They are building inventory now, so orders 
can be placed now only by calling the Supply Room sales department at 833-562-4327.  As soon as  
inventory is ready, they will ship, and this item will be added to the KC uniform web site. 

Award Winners 

Congratulations to Assembly 2186 in Jackson who won the To Be a Patriot Award. 
Two Assemblies have qualified for Star Assembly Awards, however we are waiting on Supreme to make 
a final determination before we can make an announcement.  

Assemblies 476 Fr. Baroux in Benton Harbor and #2982 St. Francis in Dewitt have qualified for Star  
Assembly Awards.  

Congratulations to all three of you. We will get these out to you as soon as they’re available.  
 
In Memoriam 

On behalf of the District, our sincerest condolences go out to the family of FM David A. Buick on the loss of his 
father, David H. Buick early in September, who was also the Master of this District at one time. It was an honor 
for us to serve during this vigil and funeral in Davison. Eternal rest grant unto him, and let perpetual light shine 
upon him. 
 
And with that, I will close for now, and wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas. With God’s 
help, we will persevere through this crisis, and get things back to normal soon.Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions or concerns you may have. 
 
Joe Yekulis MFD   

 

Worthy Sir Knights and Ladies: 
Vivat Jesus! I would like to first introduce myself. My name is Kyle Thelen and I am  
married to Lady Tricia. We have one son, and are expecting our second child any day. We 
live in Westphalia and are members of St. Mary Catholic Church. I joined St. Jude  
Thaddeus Council 2890 in 2002 and proceeded to the Third Degree in 2004. I joined Father 
George Godez Assembly 1509 of the Fourth Degree in 2006. I have held many council and 
assembly officer positions including DGK, GK, FN, and Trustee. I currently serve as  
Financial Secretary of my council. I would like to thank Master Joe Yekulis for the  
invitation to serve on the exemplary leadership team of Michigan District II as the  
Executive Assistant for Exemplifications. I look forward to working with our Faithful  
Navigators and Sir Knights of Michigan District II to continue the outstanding tradition of Patriotism within the 
Lansing and Kalamazoo Dioceses. We Sir Knights need to help grow the Order and invite every Catholic  
gentleman to become a Knight of Columbus. Once that gentleman is a Third Degree Knight, follow-through and 
invite him to become a Fourth Degree Sir Knight. We have a virtual exemplification coming up on Thursday, 
November 19th. I strongly encourage all assemblies to sell ads for the Exemplification Souvenir Book to show 
our support for the new Sir Knights that join our District in a few weeks. Every assembly within the District 
should have a guaranteed ad and each Council that is part of your Assembly should be strongly encouraged to 
support the Fourth Degree. Local businesses and individuals are also great advertising resources. Do not forget 
to ask! A copy of the advertising contract is available on the Michigan District II website. You can also contact 
your Faithful Navigator or myself to obtain copies. Thank you for your continued support of Michigan District 
II. Blessed Father Michael J. McGivney, pray for us! 
Fraternally,   Kyle Thelen  

Exemplification Assistant  
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                                                                   Lady Denise Yekulis 
Thanksgiving is coming! Under normal circumstances, Thanksgiving means family gathering together 
with lots of food and football. This is not a normal year. Thanksgiving will bring new meaning to many 
of us. Maybe the loss of friends or family or maybe welcoming new family members. However you  
decide to celebrate Thanksgiving this year remember what makes you thankful and grateful. 
I am very thankful for my husband and my children. And I am just as thankful for our Knights of  
Columbus family.  They have always been there for us in both good times and bad.  That is what family 
does.  They will always be there for you. 
 

Please stay safe. Many blessings to you and your family,  

 

Lady Denise Yekulis 

 

My Brother Sir Knights and Ladies – I pray this finds you and your families safe and healthy.  These are 

very stressful times we live in with a raging pandemic (positive infection numbers climbing to heights well beyond 
last winter when everything shut down) and an undecided Presidential election with  questions about the direction 
our Country will be headed over the next four years. 
 
First – congratulations to our new Master and First Lady Joe and Denise Yekulis.  We are very excited to work with 
them over the next couple years.  I know that they will continue to work to make Michigan  District 2 the best  
District in the Province, if not the Order.  Also, congratulations and thank you to Chris Hansen and Jim Pitsch who 
were the other candidates submitted for Master.  Both were very qualified candidates, and the District will be well 
served by their talent and work on the Master’s team. 
  
Lady Monica and I would like to thank everyone for all the support, love, and friendship we received over the past four years.  It was a 
very difficult four years starting with Supreme surprising us with the new uniform and then ending with a total shutdown that caused us 
to cancel our final Exemplification that was to honor Bishop Boyea of Lansing.  We were so excited to have the Bishop agree to be our 
honoree – and it was going to be the perfect setting to give him the pillow (see photos) that was made with chapeau feathers and capes.  
Thanks to Lady Monica and Lady Susie Schneider for their hard work making the pillow and to all the Sir Knights and Assemblies that 
donated feathers and capes for the project.  We were able to present the pillow to the Bishop at the taping of our Exemplification in June 
– he was very pleased! 
 
A huge thank you to our Michigan District 2 Team that helped make our job so much easier and enjoyable.  They are the ones that do all 
the work to make our District and Exemplifications operate so smoothly.  The World Famous Michigan District 2 Degree Team – they 
are by far the most talented individuals I’ve met – I only wish all the Ladies could see the lessons they teach and the heart and soul they 
put into those lessons.  And finally, to our Friars – the Father Bob’s.  Thank you both for your time, counsel, encouragement, and support 
of the Fourth Degree. 
 
As many of you may know, Former Master Bob Vandesteene stepped down as District Comptroller at the end of my term and passed the 
Comptroller reigns on to me.  Bob did an outstanding job over the years – not only as a Comptroller – but an adviser to Masters.  On 
behalf of all the Masters that Bob supported and advised – thank you Bob and Lady Cindy (now you can sit and enjoy a banquet and not 
worry about seating and meals!). 
 
As Comptroller, just a reminder; all Exemplification paperwork and checks (for Exemplifications, Operation Patriotism, etc.) should be 
sent to me at 13565 Hunter’s Crossing, Bath, MI 48808.  Bob and I have a bet as to which Assembly will be the first to send him  
paperwork and checks – please don’t make me have to pay!! 
 
Finally, a thank you from my family for the support and condolences in the death of my father, Former Master David H. Buick.  I pray 
dad is in a better place, but I do know he is at peace.  The turnout for the visitation, chalice ceremony, and funeral was amazing and such 
an honor to dad – thank you! 
 

Again, Lady Monica and I offer our congratulations and  

support to Master Joe and Lady Denise and our heartfelt  

thank you to everyone for a blessed four years as Master. 

 

SK Dave Buick  FM, Comptroller 
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As we start a new fraternal year under the leadership of a new master, Joe Yekulis, I will take this  
opportunity to give you a little background of my time as a Knight of Columbus.  I joined the Knights as a 
charter member of Msgr. John A. Gabriels Council #11099 at Church of the Resurrection in Lansing in 
1993.  I have held two council offices, Financial Secretary since the start of the council to the present except 
for two years while I was Grand Knight.  Other 3rd degree positions held are District Deputy for four years, 
Diocesan Membership Director and Diocesan Program Director for a year each and I am currently District 
Deputy again.  I joined the 4th degree in 1998 with Bishop Albers Assembly in Lansing.  I have been  
Captain, Navigator, Admiral and Trustee in the assembly.  In 2011 Lansing Assembly was formed and I was 
assigned to be Commander of the assembly.  Other 4th degree positions held include being on the staff of 
two VSMs, George Mallison and George Dann.  I was on the staff of three Michigan District 2 masters, 
Dennis Henderson as Executive Assistant and Senior Marshal, and on the staffs of George Walrath and Dave Buick as Senior 
Marshal.  All my positions as a Knight are two person positions.  Lady Cindi has always been by my side to help me, the 
council, assembly, districts (both 3rd and 4th degree), diocese, State, and province.  She was the push that got me to join the 
Knights and she has been paying dearly ever since but enjoying the rewards of friendships provided by the Order.  
 I thank Master Joe for having confidence in me to lead the color corps of the district.  I look forward to a growth in the color 
corps.  The issue of the new 4th degree uniform is being put behind us.  Many assemblies and councils are working together to 
assist members in purchasing their uniform so they can become part of the color corps.  We owe our priests, parishes, and 
community the opportunity to express our support for the them as we participate in various honor guard functions.  We owe 
our members and their families the opportunity to be honored and served by their assembly honor guard when their time on 
earth is done.   
 
The month of November holds an important day for the Patriotic Degree, Veterans Day, November 11.  This is just one day 
to remember our veterans.  As 4th degree Knights we recognize the sacrifices of our veterans year-round.  Many veterans need 
our help.  Many are reaching the end of their life and need comforting.  I am proud to be able to tell people how Michigan 
District 2, the Sir Knights, and their Ladies, have helped our veterans, and continue to help them.  We owe much to our  
VAVS representatives, John Yanok and Jim Pitsch. 
 
Lady Cindi and I hope you and your families are well.  I am sure this coming Thanksgiving Day will be different for many of 
us.  Still there will be many things we can give thanks for.                     

Sir Knights, 
I hope that everyone is healthy and safe as we deal with Covid-19. As I begin working with our 
new Master as Membership Director, I thought that I would tell you a little about myself. I have 
been married to my wife Julie for 41 years. We have 4 grown children and 4 grandchildren. I  
rejoined the Knights in 2005, pretty quickly I became involved by becoming the Chancellor of 
Bishop Joseph H Albers Council 4090 in Davison. In 2009 I became our Financial Secretary, 
which I still am today. In 2009 I joined the Patriotic Degree, and in 2018 I became Navigator of 
Ardon F. Dubie Assembly 0523. When my term was over this past June, I thought I could just 
focus on being Financial Secretary for another two years or so. Then I received a call from our 
New Master asking me to become Membership Director. 
Membership is something we always discuss. It’s more than just increasing numbers; it involves 
strengthening our Church. For the 4th Degree it also involves promoting Patriotism. There can be no denying that 
we need that in our Country today more than ever. By promoting the 4th Degree of the Order, we can show our  
support for our Veterans and First Responders. 
Dealing with the challenges of the Pandemic we have had to find ways to Exemplify Catholic men into the  
Patriotic Degree. Our FM Dave Buick along with our world-famous degree team have produced a video of the  
Exemplification we can do virtually. On November 19 we will be having an Exemplification using that on-line 
video. Now is the time to work with your councils and grow your assemblies! The best way to recruit is to ask!  
Information for the Exempt can be found at:Michigandistrict2.org/forms 
While we deal with this pandemic, please continue to pray the Rosary daily and to ask our founder, The Venerable 
Fr. Michael J. McGivney to strengthen and guide our Order. 
 
Vivat Jesus,    Joel Fournier PFN     District Membership Director District Membership  

Fraternally, Bill Currie Senior Marshal 
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Sir Knights and Ladies of Michigan District II. I am honored and grateful to be appointed by  
Master Joe Yekulis as your Veterans Administration Voluntary Services (VAVS) representative 
for the Lansing Diocese, assigned to support the Ann Arbor VA Hospital.   
My Experience: With my leg in a cast up to my knee, I received the honors of the Fourth  
Degree with my father in 1976. I have served our Order as Faithful Navigator, Grand Knight, 
District Deputy and State Director of New Council Development. I have also served the staff of 
former Masters George Walrath and David Buick.  Currently I am a badged VAVS Volunteer 
at the Ann Arbor VA Hospital, awaiting formal appointment by Supreme as the Knights of  
Columbus VAVS representative.  
My vision for Lansing VAVS will be guided by a theme introduced in a homily from by my parish priest, Rev.  
Father Shaun Lowery: 

“It is what it is …. but will be what we make of it”  

COVID-19 currently has the VAVS program completely shut down, with patients in strict isolation.  
However, this does not mean we can’t do anything to support our veterans. Here are three things we are doing 
NOW! 

On November 4, hand-made patriotic quilts, crafted by the Ladies of Michigan District II will be donated to the 
Ann Arbor VA Hospital. 

A feasibility study is underway to construct a Recreational Therapy greenhouse for patients to plant and  
incubate plants for their spring victory garden.  

I am currently investigating Compassionate Contact Corps. The  
 concept is to provide virtual contact to shut-in veterans, especially those with depression and/or long term 

health issues. This could be something as simple as making an effort to reach out to veterans that are brother 
knights, parishioners, or even family members. More to follow.  

 
We support Blue Star Service Dogs to build and grow their operation in our Diocese. Blue Star rescues  

abandoned dogs and trains tem to be service dogs for our veterans suffering from pst-traumatic stress. 
 
In future District Meetings, projects will be proposed for consideration. We are only limited by our creativity 

and desire to support our veterans. Please let me know your ideas!                      
 

SK John M. Yanok – Lansing Diocese VAVS 

VAVS Director  

                                                                                      Degree Team  
Dear Sir Knights and Ladies, 
I like to start out congratulating Joe as the new Master of District 2 and his wife Lady Denise. I also will 
thank him for keeping me on as Degree Captain and welcome a few new faces on the Master’s team.  With 
welcoming and thanks out of the way the Degree Team looks to the future, next April, actually preforming 
a live-in person Exemplification.  Hopefully everything will be back to normal by then. 
The Degree Team had one team member resign due to his business conflicts. Sadly, I accept his resignation 
and hopefully when things calm down in his business, he has the time to come back and be on the team 
again. Praying and wishing you the best Paul.  You are going to be missed by all of the team.  Bob Vandesteene has  
volunteered to come back on the team and preform the part after retiring from being the district comptroller. Bob was on the 
degree team back before he became Master. He has promised to shake off the rust and be ready for the April Degree. 
By now most of the membership know that we finally put the degree on video. We had a limited number of members show 
up for this because of COVID-19. The video turned out really well and I like to thank everyone for helping tape the degree, 
especially Dave for wanting us to do the video, setting the date and location. John getting the cameraman, the cameraman 
for all the editing that he had to do to get the photos in the video. And the team for all their hard work and professionalism 
they always bring to District 2 exemplifications.  
I promised to keep it short so I will end with wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and may God bless all you Sir 
Knights, Ladies and your families. 

 

SK David Lennemann  Degree Captain   
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Upcoming Events 

                                          Communication Director  
 
     My Name is Ken Watterson and Master Joe Yekulis asked me to be his Communication Director. 
My primary duties are to update the District Website and to publish our Newsletter. I also create the 
promotional flier’s for various functions.  
     I have been District 2’s Communication Director for the last three Master’s so this will be my 
13th year. Additionally, I am the Webmaster for Hennepin Provincial, VSM Cliff Wasmund.  
Hennepin Province is the governing body of the Fourth Degree for the states of Michigan and Ohio and is  
subdivided into seven Districts. Three of these districts are in Ohio and four are in Michigan. District 2 is one of 
these. 
     This duty gives me a unique perspective on how the District interacts with the Order and other Districts of the 
Province. I hope this adds value to our District.  
 
     If you should need anything, please feel free to ask.  
 
SK Ken Watterson  
517.881.0812        aarrdy@sbcglobal.net  

Date Time Event Assembly Location 

     

11/6/2020  Newsletter Publication  District 2 

11/11/2020  Veterans Day  Nationwide 

11/12/2020 6:00 p.m. Mass of Remembrance #2050 Howell, MI  

11/15/2020 2:00 p.m. Unite America/Unite Lansing Call-Out Resurrection Church, Lansing, MI 

11/17/2020 7:30 p.m. Award Presentation #3334 Resurrection Church, Lansing, MI 

11/19/2020 6:30 p.m. 81st Exemplification   District 2 

11/26/2020  Thanksgiving Holiday   

12/3/2020 7:00 p.m. Award Presentation/Jackson #2186 Our Lady of Fatima, MI Center, MI 

12/25/2020  Christmas Holiday   

1/8/2021  State Winter Meetings  Lansing, MI 

1/14/2021 7:00 p.m. Virtual Meeting  District 2 

1/23/2021 9:00 a.m. Leadership Training Day   Our Lady of Fatima, MI Center, MI 

Spring 2021  82nd Exemplification  District 2 









Hennepin Provincial November 2020 update 



 

Michigan District II 
830 N. Main St. 
Chelsea, Mi   48118 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Hennepin Province 

This Newsletter is published to our Website at www.michigandistrict2.org   

  Please contact SK Ken Watterson at aarrdy@sbcglobal.net if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

                                              

             Contact Information 
         Executive/Lansing Assistant:   Sir Knight Chris Hanson 517-894-8485   kofchanson@yahoo.com 
             District/ Kalamazoo Assistant: Sir Knight Jeff Cypher   269-382-5879    lawscience@sbcglobal.net 
                Comptroller:                          Sir Knight Dave Buick   517.927.8044      dabuick45@gmail.com                  
                VAVS Program :                   Sir Knight John Yanok   810-599-0099     dd509@mikofc.org 
                Color Corps:                          Sir Knight Bill Currie at  517-485-5886    curriewmm@aol.com 
                Membership:                         Sir Knight Joel Fournier at 810-297-8114    joel.a.fournier@gmail.com 
                Communications:                  Sir Knight Ken Watterson at 317-881-0812    aarrdy@sbcglobal.net 
                      For all other questions:   >>  after addressing them with your Faithful Navigator  << 
                                                              Master  Sir Knight Joe Yekulis 734-368-8469     joeyekulis@gmail.com 
                  
                    (Please remember the “Chain of Command” and check with your Assembly contacts first.) 

Our NEXT District II Meeting                                 Jan 14th at 7:00 pm               Virtual Meeting  


